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Message from the President  

 

Happy 4th of July everyone!!!  Watch for a vote on our financial policy changes.  We’ll get by 

the holiday before sending that out.  Our July meeting will be Sunday, July 18 at 3pm.  I’m 

pretty sure we don’t have a holiday right then.  Hope to see you there.  Also, I will be on vaca-

tion from June 30 through July 10 with very spotty access to my e-mail.  If you need some-

thing right away, please contact Gwen Bowen our VP. 

 

Thank you all.   

Valerie Hawkins 

President-Valerie Hawkins 

Vice President-Gwen Bowen 

Treasurer-Ann Prock 

Secretary-Bethany Osborn 

Membership-Anita Joglekar 

Program-Andy Smith & Laurie Gersh 

Communications-Kim Marcadis 
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May 31, 2021 Financial Summary                          

Click here for the May Profit / Loss Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Ann Prock 

YTD Income:  $7,955 

YTD Expense: $7,031 

Net Income:     $  924 

 

5/31/2021 Cash Balance:  $24,815 

 

Income 

 Membership Dues         $  58 

 

Expense 

 Technology        $    40 

 Festival *         $  729 

 Workshops        $   300 

* Final Festival P&L Report Link 

mailto:president@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:vicepresident@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:treasurer@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:secretary@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:members@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:programs@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:programs@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:communications@carolinaclaymatters.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j0tbtndZOEke8F8KRuJajOGi2cKjZOsb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mq3SfdtAvVWD9gl58UGSMwhXpbMDSxfS/view?usp=sharing
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We had 2 new member join in May.  Please welcome to the group Shannon Fuller of Hunt-

ersville and Coleen Kincaid of Gastonia.  If you would like to know more about them you 

can visit Shannon’s Instagram site and  Coleen’s Etsy site.  If you know of anyone who you 

think would enjoy the many programs and benefits our guild has to offer please let them know 

they can join at any time.  They can go to our website and click on the 

About tab them About Membership.   

 

Artist Spotlight—Rachel Gunch 
 

A delightful young lady has joined us this year at CCM. Positive and with a “can do” atti-

tude, one can’t walk away from talking to Rachel Gunsch without a smile on his or her 

face. 

Rachel was first exposed to the clay world at age 15 when she and her mom took a class 

instructed by Brent Smith. After another class at Pottery 101 with Keith Myers, Rachel had 

made up her 16 year old mind that she was going to be a potter. Persistency paid off as 

she continued to ask to work at Pottery 101 in Salisbury. From age 16 until graduation she 

enjoyed working after school, weekends, and summers at the gallery. She learned a lot 

with this gallery exposure from many artists that are or have been in our guild and others. 

Rachel rattled off a list of names that had influenced her at this gallery. The ones I caught 

were Ron Philbeck,  Keith Myers, Jenn Mecca, Zan Barnes, and Cheryl Goins. 

Rachel continued her education at Warren Wilson College majoring in ceramics under 

Leah Leitson. She enjoyed her time in the mountains but then came the year she was to 

graduate. Yes, that pandemic hit and she had to go virtual to finish. So instead of pursu-

ing the expected career she thought she would have in museum work or studio work, an-

other plan unfolded. 

Moving back to Salisbury, she landed at home with a supportive family. With her father’s 

help, she built a backyard studio, and she is a full time potter at SunRay Pottery. Rachel 

is making some beautiful functional pottery and with chemist mom (who color codes the 

charts), now has some nice personal glazes. 

Rachel’s concentration is creating beautiful functional pieces that are comfortable to hold. 

She is now facing the challenges of glazes head on. Her goal is to keep going and 

make this her paying full time career. One day aiming to get a bigger studio and 

travel a lot. She is currently showing at Pottery101, selling on ETSY,  part of the 

guild’s on line sales group, organizing the guild’s winter pop up sale, and participat-

ing in various shows that she finds. With her attitude and drive, Rachel will definitely 

make it. It will be fun to follow her journey! 

 

https://www.instagram.com/sfull51/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/shortyandmepottery
http://ccmpmts.org/machform/view.php?id=90674
https://www.facebook.com/SunRayPottery/
https://www.instagram.com/sunraypottery/
mailto:sunraypottery@gmail.com
http://www.etsy.com/shop/SunRayPottery


Jennifer will be demonstrating variations of handles, feet, lugs and other attachments.  
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Ron, a former member of CCM guild, has been very successful with 

his online shop and now 90% of his pottery is sold online.  He is a 

great resource on this subject.  You will not want to miss this invalua-

ble opportunity. 

Ron will discuss all aspects of selling your work on line from  how to 

get started on Etsy or other online platforms, how to write your poli-

cies, product descriptions, take photos, making a photo booth, how to 

price shipping, how to keep inventory, how to pack and pack green, 

where to get shipping supplies, promoting your work on social media 

and more.  He will allow time for questions during and after.  He wants 

to give us as much information as possible during this workshop.   

Setting Up Your Online Shop 
Workshop with Ron Philbeck 

 Sunday, August 1 

3:00—5:00 

$25.00 to Members 

Register Here 

    

 

July 18th 
3:00 PM 

Click here to see last month meeting 

ZOOM LINK 

Meeting ID: 937 9573 7868  

Passcode: 322065  

Workshop with Jennifer Mecca 

 Saturday, July 31st 

10:00—12:00 

ZOOM LINK 

ID: 956 5293 5810 

Passcode: 083330 

CHECK PAYMENT  

Mail check made out to:  

Carolina Clay Matters or CCM to  

Ann Prock  

18530 Carnegie Overlook Blvd  

Davidson, NC 28036  

Note in memo: Ron Philbeck Workshop  

 

PAYPAL PAYMENT  

Log into your account then click the “send” 

icon  

Pay to Carolinaclayguild@gmail.com.  

In the “add a note” box type: Ron Philbeck 

work-shop and your name.  

https://www.facebook.com/jenlmecca
http://jenmeccapottery.com/
mailto:rstrompottery@carolina.rr.com?subject=Ron%20Philbeck%20Workshop%20August%201st%20Registration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qH0-wfVXRQ4
https://zoom.us/j/93795737868?pwd=Z09yMjYydys5bDFVS21SbXUxOWdzQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/95652935810?pwd=Qnh3c0s2WS9TdjRXaGYwcE1Nbm15dz09
https://www.instagram.com/jenmecca/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/jennifermeccapottery?ref=simple-shop-header-name&listing_id=578810699
https://www.facebook.com/ronphilbeckpottery
https://www.ronphilbeckpottery.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ronphilbeck/
https://www.etsy.com/people/RonPhilbeckPottery
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Studio Tips & Hacks 

This month’s tip comes from Jodi McNeely When attaching a roof to my birdhouses sometimes it’s a bit tricky. If it’s 

a tall A line roof or you want to make sure it does not sink consider this. I suggest you try blowing up a balloon in the 

center of your birdhouse, then attach the roof. Once everything is attached and stiff you can simply pop the balloon 

and clean it up a bit. 

 

 

 

 

If you have a tip please send it to Kim Marcadis.  If your tip gets put into the newsletter your name goes into a draw-
ing for a prize at the end of the year.  

The Online Sales Group is having a Summer Fun promotion during the 

month of July through mid August.  The guild through the Website, FB and 

IG page will be promoting potters who have online shops or an online pres-

ence.  This promotion is open to all guild members.  All you need to do is 

send photos of some of your work that promotes summer fun such as berry 

bowls, tea tumblers, items with summer motifs, planters the list is endless to photos@carolinaclaymatters.org and 

include in the email a link to your shopping site, website or social media. We will create an icon on the guilds web-

site “Shop” page using one of the photos you send.  We will also use the photos to create promotional posts direct-

ing people to your site and the guilds site.  Wheather you are participating in the sales promotion or not it is im-

portant that you as a guild member help promote your fellow members on your social media pages as well as help 

promote CCM’s Website, Instagram and FB posts and pages by liking, commenting, and sharing. Be sure to use 

#ccmsummerfun, #carolinaclaymatters and @carolinaclaymaters when you post photos of your work on your own 

sites.  All of this will help create a buzz about our guild and its members.  Promoting and using hashtags will give 

you all practice for when we start to promote the fall pottery festival and holiday sales.    You can check out some 

Instagram video workshops on the Members Login page to help you better understand how to use hashtags and 

how to tag people or websites.  Look for the 1st and last videos in the list.  

If you are thinking about setting up an online shopping site, but just don’t know were to start or what platform to use 

the online sales group is also organizing some events that may be quite informative and helpful for you.  Some mem-

bers who have working online shops have volunteered to  give ‘tours’ of their online selling platforms including Etsy, Shopify, Wix 

and possibly more and talk about how they set them up.  The first event will be the middle of July (exact date and time to be an-

nounced very soon).  Another ‘tour’ event is being planned for August. 

Don’t forget to register for Ron Philbeck’s workshop if you want to know more about setting up your online shop.  He has sold over 

2000 items and has many years of experience.  His info will be invaluable.  If you can’t make the date no worries it will be recorded.  

You must pay the registration fee though and the recording will be available to you for the next 30 days after the workshop. 

From the Webmaster 

The website is a great resource for our members.  You can use the Members Login link to see workshop videos, and 

some member meeting videos.  You can access board and member meeting minutes, treasurer reports and a direc-

tory of all of our members with their address and phone number.  You do need a password to access the Members 

Login page so if you don't have it be sure to contact me. 

The monthly calendar is also a good place to check in on regularly so you know what is going on during the month.  

This page is being updated on a regular basis so you have the most up to date info.  If you click on the listed event a 

pop up box will come up showing you all the details of the event and included links if it’s a Zoom meeting or if you 

need to register for the event.  The monthly calendar is located as a sub menu in the Events tab. 

mailto:communications@carolinaclaymaters.org?subject=Studio%20Tip
mailto:ccmguildnews@gmail.com
https://www.carolinaclaymatters.org/monthly-calendar


Save The Date Calendar—2021 
Also available on Website Events Page 

Date Time Event 
Presenter/
Program 

Information Register or Link 

Monday 
July 12 

8:30 AM 
9:30 AM 

 
Valerie 

Hawkins 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour is a social 
hour to connect 
with fellow guild 
members 

ZOOM LINK 
 

ID: 915 4965 1278 

Passcode: 091269 

Sunday 
July 18 

2:00 PM 
3:00 PM 

BOARD 
MEETING 

Valerie 
Hawkins 

 

ZOOM LINK 

 ID: 953 0049 3680 

Passcode: 648170 

Sunday 
July 18 

3:00 PM 
4:00 PM 

MEMBER’S  
MEETING 

Valerie 
Hawkins 

 

ZOOM LINK 

 ID: 953 0049 3680 

Passcode: 648170 

Wednesday 
July 21 

5:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

   

ZOOM LINK 
 

ID: 952 3714 1686 

Passcode: 930398 

Sunday 
July 26 

8:30 AM 
9:30 AM 

 
Valerie 

Hawkins 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour is a social 
hour to connect 
with fellow guild 
members 

ZOOM LINK 
 

ID: 915 4965 1278 

Passcode: 091269 

Saturday  
July 31 

10:00 AM 
12:00 PM 

WORKSHOP Jennifer Mecca 

Variations of 
handles, feet, 
lugs and other 
attachments.  

ZOOM LINK 

ID: 956 5293 5810 

Passcode: 083330 

Sunday 
August 1 

3:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

WORKSHOP Ron Philbeck 

All you need to 
know about set-
ting up your 
online sales 
shop. More de-
tails on page 3 

Register Here 

You must pay $25 to be 
considered registered 

Monday 
August 9 

8:30 AM 
9:30 AM 

 
Valerie 

Hawkins 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour is a social 
hour to connect 
with fellow guild 
members 

ZOOM LINK 
 

ID: 915 4965 1278 

Passcode: 091269 

http://www.carolinaclaymatters.org/monthly-calendar
https://zoom.us/j/91549651278?pwd=V0NEajY4Nk9KL0tmRDYrZDNaMmpuQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/95300493680?pwd=a0ovWkE5MVA0L3lIcVVjK1VrNHFEUT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/95300493680?pwd=a0ovWkE5MVA0L3lIcVVjK1VrNHFEUT09
https://zoom.us/j/95237141686?pwd=Z3ZXNUpCa1QyczJTK2Y3MWZ2WWsrZz09
https://zoom.us/j/91549651278?pwd=V0NEajY4Nk9KL0tmRDYrZDNaMmpuQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/95652935810?pwd=Qnh3c0s2WS9TdjRXaGYwcE1Nbm15dz09
mailto:rstrompottery@carolina.rr.com?subject=Ron%20Philbeck%20Workshop%20August%201st%20Registration
https://zoom.us/j/91549651278?pwd=V0NEajY4Nk9KL0tmRDYrZDNaMmpuQT09

