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2019 Board 

President—Stephen Nowak 

Vice President-Jaclyn Orchard 

Treasurer—Dan Hebert 

Secretary—Janet Bancroft  

Membership—Jodi McKneely 

Programs—Sylvia Coppola 

Communications—Judy Connelly 

Carolina Clay Matters is an equal opportunity organization. 
We will do everything in our power to provide access to all. Please contact us (see the Board Members listed), 

if anyone in your party has a special need so that we can be sure to provide equal access. 
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Message from the President  

It pains me to have to write of tragedy two months in a row. This time it struck one of our own. As 
you may have heard, Judy Connolly's house and studio flooded and is a total loss. To help Judy, 
there was a work day last weekend to clean up her studio and salvage what was possible.  Since 
she will need to rebuild her studio, you can also donate to her flood relief fund at Carolina Clay 
Connection. Just add a donation to your purchase, and they will credit her account. 

On a lighter note, keep the summer picnic on your calendar. The summer party is on July 14th at 
Verna and Frank Witt's home. Bring a tasty dish in your favorite bowl to share. This is one of the two last qualifying 
meetings for the Fall Festival. 

As of the end of the year, Ann Prock is stepping down as Festival coordinator. Thanks to Ann and her wonderful 
team for all the effort in organizing the festivals. 

That said, we have several position open next year for those members who would like to further your participation in 
the guild. You don't need to be a long-time member to participate, fresh members are encouraged, too. Open posi-
tions include: Festival Coordinator, Vice President, Membership and Treasurer. 

If you need inspiration for something to make… remember the Empty Bowls project. 

Now go make something beautiful. 

Stephen Nowak 

Meeting and Pool Party  

July 14th  
2:00 -5:00 pm  

Marvin Garden Studio  
9903 Heritage Oak Ln, Waxhaw 

Board Meeting 2:00  

This is one of two social gatherings of the guild each year.  It's a 

great time to just chill with each other and to get to know each other 

more. There is an in ground pool so if the weather is good you can 

swim.  Your spouse, significant other, children and grandchildren are 

welcome.  After a very short meeting the party will start.  The guild 

provides the meat dish and all we ask you to bring is a side dish to 

share. 

If you have any bowls for Empty Bowls please bring them.  Remem-

ber to include your business card with each bowl if you have one. 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/9903+Heritage+Oak+Ln,+Waxhaw,+NC+28173/@34.998709,-80.8242497,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88568262a685f455:0xee6844b47d268f01!8m2!3d34.998709!4d-80.822061
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Professional Development Workshop 

Running an Etsy Business  

with Althea Hajduk  

July 20, 10am to 2pm 

$30 per person  

402 Stratfordshire Dr. Matthews  

2 spots still open 

Are your show and gallery sales lagging? Or are you just tired of schlepping your wares from town to town?  

CCM Member Althea Hajduk has been successfully selling her pottery on the Etsy platform for the last 6 years. Dur-

ing this workshop she will be talking about her experience with Etsy, and showing us how she runs her business. 

From photographing and listing her work, through making a sale, and packing and shipping. Althea will be opening 

up her studio in Matthews for this workshop. I’m asking that attendees bring a light dish to pass to get us through the 

lunch hour. Ice tea and ice water will be provided.  

Check out her Etsy Shop It is just lovely.  

To attend this workshop, please contact Valerie Hawkins  

 

 General Meeting 

September 15 

3:00 pm—5:00 pm 

Pottery 51 

7714 Matthews-Mint Hill Rd  

 

Board Meeting at 2:00 

Throwing Techniques 
Demo by  
Walter Aberson 

The general meeting will start at 3:00.  Fol-

lowing the meeting Walter Aberson will 

demonstrate throwing techniques on the wheel.  Pot luck dinner will 

follow.  Fall festival post cards should be available for pick up 

General Meeting 

November 10 

3:00 pm—5:00 pm 

Carolina Clay Connections 

2132 Hawkins St. Charlotte  

 

Board Meeting at 1:30 

Photography  

Demo by 

Stephen Nowak and 

Dan Hebert 

The general meeting will start at 3:00.  Following 

the meeting Stephen and Dan will demonstrate how to make a photo cube and 

how to edit your photos.  A pot luck meal will follow the demo.  More details in 

Augusts newsletter  

 General Meeting 

August 11 

3:00 pm—5:00 pm 

Charlotte Counrty Day 

1440 Carmel Rd, Charlotte, NC  

 

Board Meeting at 2:00 

Mold Making 
Demo by  
Jaclyn Orchard 

 

The general meeting will start at 3:00.  Following the meeting Jaclyn 

Orchard will demonstrate easy and cheap ways to make plaster hump 

and slump molds.  She hopes to allow all to make a sprig mold.  Jaclyn 

uses hump molds and sprig molds in her work and wanted to also 

demonstrate how she uses them.  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/402+Stratfordshire+Dr,+Matthews,+NC+28105/@35.1229399,-80.7603077,14.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8854214cb284f85d:0x7bcd8d48267ebc23!8m2!3d35.1236889!4d-80.7373571
https://www.etsy.com/shop/altheaspottery
mailto:vhawkins1@comporium.net?subject=Professional%20Development%20Workshop%20with%20Althea
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Pottery+51/@35.1777664,-80.6503382,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x192e404eb46c7ba5!8m2!3d35.1777664!4d-80.6503382
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2132+Hawkins+St,+Charlotte,+NC+28203/@35.2096221,-80.8647454,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88569f7a7e35bcc9:0x5ef3ed79928c23c9!8m2!3d35.2096221!4d-80.8625567
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Charlotte+Country+Day+School/@35.14717,-80.8059127,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x885420a3cfadd4d5:0x9b8df86e77d82e00!8m2!3d35.14717!4d-80.803724
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CCM Pottery Festival Updates 
 

Thank you to everyone who responded to the Spring Pottery Festival Participant Sur-
vey. The following Changes are being made based on that feedback along with the Pot-
tery Festival Committee members input:  

 The Save the Date cards will be updated with labels that have location, the 
spring 2020 sale date, and web site information and will be available at the picnic and at the remaining sum-
mer/fall meetings. Future cards will have all of this information included. 

 CCM Social Media Cards will be printed and provided to each member for distribution to customers at CCM’s 
and other shows the members attend. They will have CCM Instagram, Facebook and web site information so 
that your customers and friends will have the information they need to follow CCM on social media to stay in-
formed on our events. 

 The registration process will include submission of participating artist photos so that all artists can be featured 
in social media posts. 

 Business Name will be added to the registration form and booth map to make it easier for customers to find 
the artist they are looking for. 

 Booth layout changes in the area by the food truck will be considered. 

The Registration Table will become the Information Headquarters with artist information, CCM social media cards, 
large booth map, mailing list registration, etc. with the focus on attracting followers to our social media communica-
tion methods.   We will discontinue the raffle process (due to the low number of new customer sign-ups we have re-
ceived the past several Festivals).  The raffle budget will be  reallocated to other marketing efforts to increase cus-
tomer reach. 

  

Get Ready to Register for the Fall Pottery Festival! 

VIP Registration:  August 4-10 

Member Registration: August 11-24 

In order to qualify, you will need to either be performing a VIP-eligible job or other qualifying activity or have attend-
ed two qualifying member meetings between October, 2018 and August 31, 2019.  You will receive an e-mail with 
the link to the registration form on the date registration begins.  The last two qualifying meetings will be the picnic, 
Sunday, July 14, and Member Meeting, Sunday, August 11.  If you have any questions about your meeting attend-
ance, please contact Jodi McNeely. 

Each artist must have a NC Sales Tax Account ID for the registration form and in order to participate.  If you do not 
have one yet, please apply for one now from NC DOR.  It is an on-line process, free and easy to do. 

  

Exciting VIP Opportunity Available for  
2020 CCM Pottery Festivals!  

Ann Prock will be “retiring” from the CCM Pottery Festival Coordinator role as of December 31, 
2019.  The Board would like to identify her successor as soon as possible so that Ann can work 
with her replacement to ensure a smooth transition before the Spring 2020 Pottery Festival prep-
arations begin. This is a great opportunity to influence the operation of CCM’s Pottery Festivals 
as well as get to know all the CCM members!  This person will be responsible for the overall festi-
val administration, registration and communication processes, with a committee whose members 
are responsible for other critical processes like marketing, booth assignment, site coordination, 
and volunteer management. If you are interested in taking on this challenging and rewarding role, 
please contact Ann or Stephen Nowak to learn more about the responsibilities and existing Pot-
tery Festival Committee organization and approach.   

mailto:members@carolinaclaymatters.org?subject=Meeting%20Attendance%20for%20Pottery%20Festival
mailto:potteryfestival@carolinaclaymatters.org?subject=Pottery%20Festival%20Coordinator
mailto:president@carolinaclaymatters.org?subject=Festival%20Coordinator


 
Second Harvest Empty Bowls Project Update! 

By Gena Vandyke 

A big Thank You to our Second Harvest Empty Bowls contributors.  Our 
members helped get our Empty Bowls campaign kicked off well. We received 
36 bowls from over a dozen members at our Spring Sale, and several more 
have been dropped off at Gena VanDyke's home since then. We're currently 
at 40 bowls. (Equal to 11,200 lbs of food, per Wendy Nyberg, Second Har-
vest Special Events Mgr., using the 280 lbs of food per bowl/ticket sold for-
mula.) Nice! 

Our CCM community goal is 150+ bowls by January.  Wendy Nyberg is offer-
ing us a little perk in the way of 4 Empty Bowls Event tickets to be given to 
the top 4 persons contributing the most bowls, soup sized or larger. Wonder 
who they will be? 

We'll continue collecting bowls at each CCM meeting.  Our next meeting is set for July 14th at Verna and Frank 
Witt's home (9903 Heritage Oak Ln, Waxhaw)  Gena VanDyke will have the donation basket ready. Please bring 
business cards for each bowl if you'd like, so the new owners will know how to find you. Never know, they might 
want more. 

If you can't make it to the meeting-pool party, but want to arrange a drop off some other time, contact Gena VanDyke 
directly by email or 704-525-2316.   

Happy Potting 

CCM Fall Pottery Festival Marketing 

October 12th is the date for the Fall Pottery Festival.   

The marketing committee will soon be ordering the fall festival post cards so they can be 
distributed at the September meeting and they will need good quality photos by no later 
than August 1st so they have a selection to choose from for the post card.  While you’re 
busy making your pots be sure to pull out those special ones and take or have taken a high 
resolution photo of them so you can submit for possible selection for the post card or other 
printed marketing material.  The photo needs to be 300 dpi for print work.  You can always 
send photos to the CCM photo mail box throughout the year which can be added to the 
website, FB, Instagram or any other social media.  If you want any new photos to be used 
for the fall festival digital media campaigns you must send them into CCM’s photo mail 
box no later than October 4th.  We can use photos of you and your pots, you making pots, 
pots in process and finished pots.  Be creative.  We also need photos of just your pot with a 
neutral background.  Most of the photos can be taken with your phone camera and used for 
any of the digital marketing.  However anything you want selected for print work must be 
high resolution and professional quality.  If you have any questions regarding photos please 
contact Kim Marcadis. 

Suzanne Beckman has lived in the Eliza-
beth area in the same home since 1986.  
She throws, alters and fires to cone 6.  Su-
zanne has a lot of interest in glazes and 
glaze techniques as well as appliqués.  
She has taken classes at Carolina Clay 
with Durleen Odem.  Please welcome  
Suzanne when you see  her.  

We have had two new members join in June 
 

Brenda Etzel's career was an ele-
mentary art school teacher in Gas-
tonia.  For the past year she has been 
working with clay and enjoying it tre-
mendously.  She has taken classes 
with Leon Nichols.  She has enjoyed 
going to our pottery festivals and talk-
ing to artists.  Brenda works out of her 
home and is currently throwing mostly 
platters.  Please join me in welcoming 
Brenda to the guild.  
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THANK YOU! 

Many, many thanks to the following Guild Members for stepping up and helping me with my 
flooded studio and home. 

Hal Dedmond, Jodi McNeeley, Sharon Pate, Stephen Nowak and Ann Prock. 

It was a huge help to have potters sort my tools – Sharon and Jodi. They didn’t throw out what 
others may have considered “junk” – i.e. various items I use for texturing, etc.  

Hal did a great job stacking my rings of the kiln which were all over the inside of a shed. He doesn’t think that it is 
salvageable, but at least it looks pretty all stacked up! He also did a great job getting all paints, electronics and other 
miscellaneous stuff from our storeroom.  

Ann and I had fun playing in the flood mud unfortunately not clay!  We pressure washed and squeegeed the floor. 
Looks as clean as the day it was put in just a year ago. Unfortunately, it is starting to buckle. Will probably end up 
replacing it. 

The silver lining to this? Creating new friendships. Wonderful spending one on one time with everyone – even in the 
face of chaos! 

Thank you once again! 

 
I have used the below signature on my email ever since I read it around 6 months ago ….it is so applicable at this 
time in my life. 

“…Even though there are days I wish I could change some things that happened in the past, there’s a rea-
son the rear view mirror is so small and the windshield is so big. Where you’re headed is much more im-
portant than what you’ve left behind…” 

Judy Connelly 

 

 

The 5 gallon bucket was on the studio floor before the flood.  During the flood it floated in the water and landed on 
the wall hook.  When the water receded the bucket was left on the hook.  If you did not see the email sent by the 
guild on 6/20 you can look at more photos of the flood and damage by clicking here. 
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DVD Library 
 

Dorothy is looking for suggestions of DVD’s to add to the CCM DVD Library.  Please 

contact her if you have an suggestions of DVD;s you would like her to purchase this 

year. 

The CCM website lists all of our pottery DVDs. You may contact Dorothy Cole to reserve a 

particular DVD or you may browse the collection at meetings. Members may check  out one 

DVD for one month.   Please return your DVD at the next meeting or mail to: Dorothy Cole-

Librarian 7373 Delta Lane, Charlotte, NC 28215.   

If you have any DVD’s you would like to donate to the library please contact Dorothy and let her know. 

John Britt Update 

Last May John Britt suffered multiple injuries from a freak bike accident while riding the Vir-

ginia Creeper trail.  He originally thought he would be back to work within 4-6 weeks.  It has 

now been determined that he will be in recovery for at least 16 weeks and then up to a year 

with physical therapy.  He has cancelled all his workshops for this year.  A gofundme page 

has been started by Liz Zlot Summerfield for John and his family. If you would like to help 

them out by making a donation please click GoFundMe.  Leave him a comment.  He enjoys 

reading them and it brings his spirits up when he is feeling down. 

Save The Date Calendar—2019 
Also available on Website Events Page 

Date Time Location 
Presenter/
Program 

Information 
Regis-

ter 
Here 

July 14 2pm-5pm 
Verna & Frank Witt’s 
Marvin GardenStudio 

 

General meeting and social event.  Bring 
a side dish.  Your family is welcome to 
come with you.  Pool fun if weather per-
mits.  Bring towels and suite 

 

August 
4th—10th 

 
VIP  

Fall Festival  
Registration 

 
During this week members holding VIP 
Volunteer Incentive Program positions 
will be able to register for festival booth 

 

August 
11th—24th 

 
All Membership 

Fall Festival  
Registration 

 
During this time all members who meet 
the 2 meeting attendance qualifications 
will be able to register for the fall festival 

 

August 11 
3pm-5pm 
Board meeting 2pm 

Charlotte Country 
Day 

Jaclyn 
 Orchard 

Meeting starts at 3:00.  Following, Jaclyn 
will demo easy and cheap ways to make 
plaster slump, hump and sprig molds 

 

September 
15 

3pm-5pm 
Board meeting 2pm 

Pottery 51 

Walter Aberson 
 
 
 
 

Meeting starts at 3:00.  Following, Walter 
will demonstrate throwing techniques 

 

October 12 10am-4pm 
8300 Monroe Rd 

Charlotte, NC 
 Pottery Festival  

November 
10 

3pm-5pm 
Board meeting 1:30 

Carolina Clay  
Connections 

Dan Hebert and 
Stephen Nowak 

How to make a photo cube and editing 
your photos 
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